pp. 1040; ISBN 10: 1-4160-2215-5; ISBN 13: 978-1-4160-2215-2. The first impression from a book of 244 chapters is the astounding range of complications that may arise in the perioperative period! Perhaps the daunting breadth of problems is the reason that so few publications have collated them into a single text.
This book succeeds by presenting information in a problem-based learning format, well-suited to the subject matter. In my view this is an advantage over comparable texts that are presented in a traditional didactic fashion. Each chapter has an opening Case Synopsis followed by Problem Analysis, Management and Prevention. The chapters are arranged into 10 major sections including pharmacology, regional anaesthesia and pain management, equipment and monitoring and miscellaneous 'special topics', which include postanaesthesia care unit problems and medicolegal issues. All sections present valid clinical scenarios, beneficial to either trainees or experienced practitioners seeking advice on areas of less familiarity.
There are some criticisms. As often occurs with a large number of contributors, not all chapters are of high quality. There are some disappointing omissions or factual errors and in certain areas current practice has already moved on. Within the problem-based format, a few case synopses are unrepresentative of common issues or peripheral to the subsequent discussion.
However, the presence of some flawed chapters is outweighed by the numerous helpful summaries of a wide range of topics. The book provides a niche between journals and traditional texts. It is certainly good value for money and worth considering for individual or departmental purchase. J. Sartain Cairns, Queensland
